5 x7 Lithophane Tutorial
— Instructions by Troy —
aka “CustomWestCoast” on the CarveWright User Forum

These instructions are how | make a 5X7 lithoph3ioel must
make a carrier board to hold the ¥4 inch Corian @ugoing to
carve. The way | made my carrier is also used tkentlae frame
that will hold the Litho for you end product. | nekny frame out
of 1 inch Red Oak. You can use any type of wood lpuefer the
Red Oak. Just remember that when you buy your wibadl] say
1 inch think but in all reality it is closer to ¥ah thick.

For a 5x7 litho you will need a 6x8 piece of Coridhis will give
you a ¥ inch edge around the carved section.

As for the carrier, you will need an 18x10x ¥z bottand (2)
5x10x% for the top. See graphic.
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The white section in the middle of the carrier isane you will
place your 10x8x % board. This will later becomeryfvame for
the finished litho.



You have to place a piece of double sided tapénemtiddle of
your board. Now you can load your board on theiearthe
double sided tape is set on the board so you aqae cait the
picture window of the frame and avoid the cut satf flying out
of the carrier. Be sure to keep that 5x7 carvedpmde for later
use.

Once in your CC program, set your board settintBatOx1. Now
you have to program for a carve region which wallchyour litho
when it comes time to carve the litho. Your cargion should be
set at 6x8 with a depth of 0.250 This depth wiktehold your
Corian in place. Then you want to program a squatit@n the
carve region at 5x7 with a depth of 0.500 Thisaarnypicture
window of the wood frame. The dotted line outdite carve
region is just for reference of where your actuaife located.

Be sure to align center on all carvings.

titled Project]

Carving Layout Tools View Help
S 3
| K< =1 2] E ||| Depth: |u25+} in | Inset:| |r[.-—nn:|le| [sﬁze [eoo0 x[eo00 in




right - [Untitled Project]

dit Drawing Carving Layout Tools View Help
'HI®S& 2 0B8X[R--0-O-C-T||@01-V-£Z-[™&C | | EEE

18 o &\ 308 3 |JJDep1h;|n.5{>[:- in| Inset:[0.000  in| Angle| [seef5000 x[7.000 &n

1 7.20% % 2.88" x 0.25" |

Once that is complete you now have your picturen&and litho
jig for carving your Corian. Be sure to save youP®Ifrom the
above graphic. It will make things a lot easierfidure uses.



Now for importing photos and carving the litho. Masure your
photo is at least 300dpi. Any lower resolution gheill not carve
well and blur.

Take your photo into a photo editor program. If y@ve
Microsoft Office suite, it has a built in photo &t The first thing
you want to do is change the photo into grayscale.

Here is where some people say you don’t have thelmext step
but | prefer to because is sharpens the photo wbertarve it out.
You take the grayscale photo and turn it into aatigg or invert
colors (depending on your photo software). Onceithdone you
save the photo with a file extension as .png. if keep it as a jpeg
or bmp you will have some bumps appear on youricgrv

Now you can import the photo in your CC program. Go
ahead and save it as a pattern so you can loaid iyour MPC.

The following section is going to show you how & the
litho on an MPC file. Open up the file you saveahfrcarving out
the photo frame. Now you can delete the carve regral picture
window of the saved MPC. Move your newly createdNFohto
the board in the MPC. Even though your Corian 8, ou will



size your PTN as 5x7 and center align on the b&atlyour depth

at 0.150 and height at 400.

T — _.|,_ e M

‘awing Carving Layout Tools View Help Minar :
G aEl =F JixE = € @,ﬁmm DA 5 Tl ]
1@ €] I AW| 5 oo o [ [sefesfrom e

: Browse |s=

]

FHE T i
(AR

t
i

-

L

Lmt el

£

.

You are now ready to upload your MPC onto the céfden you
do the upload make sure to save the quality as Bkeeh load your
card.

Now place your Corian on your carrier where theseaegion has
but cut out. Load the card into the machine anécs¢he MPC to



carve. When the screen asks to keep under rgllestscheck “No”.
The machine should ask for the 1/16” carve bit tueah it should
carve the litho within an hour or less dependindhendetail of the
carving. These instructions will make a litho wilie carving on
the front of the Corian. Some say that they waatddrving on the
back of the litho with the smooth part facing ou lose a lot of
detail with the smooth part facing out and morepbea@re amazed
when they can feel the 3D carving when it is facog)

During the carving process, be sure to blow outGbgan
shavings once every 5 minutes. If you do not blodvtbe
shavings, they will get underneath the carvingahid cause
unwanted lines.

Once your Litho is finished you can remove thererftame and
Litho. Remove the litho and face the carving towatte picture
window. You now have a litho and custom frame.

Later if you want you can rout the entire edgehefframe and/or
carve lettering on the front of the frame.

< Actual Litho carved out from
Above photos and directions.
— Instructions by Troy —
aka “CustomWestCoast” on the
CarveWright User Forum




